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Response to the Committee for the Evaluation of Molecular Biology Program 

 

Department of Molecular Biology  

Ariel University Center of Samaria 

We would like to thank committee members for their recommendations and suggestions. 

For our department of molecular biology this process of self evaluation was especially important 

due to several reasons, two of which are of critical importance. Firstly, most of us are young 

scientists who recently joined the department faculty as tenure track members in order to 

establish here our independent research. For us, this process was an excellent opportunity to 

understand the academic and administrative structure not only of the department, but of the 

whole institute. 

Secondly, the molecular biology program in our institution is relatively new and is undergoing 

evaluation, like every new program of study. Thus, the self evaluation process that lasted almost 

two years helped us to substantially revise the program and to make it more attractive and 

qualified. The results of this process have already resulted in significant improvement in the 

quality and number of students entering to the program. 

Below we bring our responses to the self evaluation process committee’s recommendations and 

suggestions. 

 

The strong focus on basic courses  

After detailed discussions with faculty members, alumni and students, during the self evaluation 

process, we indeed found the need to revise the scope of courses in the basic sciences with 

deeper biological orientation.  Following are several steps that we initiated in order to cope with 

this issue. 



One of the first steps taken by the faculty was to develop the new “Medicinal Biology” sub-track 

in order to meet specific needs. This new track includes several courses in anatomy, histology, 

pathology, pharmacology and scientific writing that were not part of the molecular biology 

curriculum. In exchange, several courses, such as linear algebra (2.5 annual hours, 3.5 credits) 

and organic chemistry 2 (4 annual hours, 6 credits) were removed from this new program. We 

would like to thank the committee for supporting us in the development of the Medicinal 

Biology track. 

In addition, we added to the main program of molecular biology (as well as to the track of 

medicinal biology) several courses that may help the students to extend their knowledge beyond 

Molecular biology: Virology (1 annual hour, 2 credits), Microscopy (1.5 annual hours, 2 credits) 

and Yeast Genetics (1 annual hour, 2 credits).  

According to the recommendation of committee members, we are planning future changes in our 

programs of study, particularly to add courses in general and structural biology that will broaden 

the spectrum of subjects taught in the department.   

 

Small students’ number 

Changes that were made in the program as a result of the self-evaluation process yielded results 

already this year.  

The number of students admitted to the department increased 2.5 fold to about 60 students. 

Moreover, the quality of students accepted substantially improved, as measured by their 

psychometric and matriculation scores. The admission criteria to the medicinal biology track 

were significantly raised in comparison to the regular track. The faculty continues in its efforts to 

increase the number and quality of students. 

 

Elective Courses.  

Changes that were made in the program, such as the new sub-track, already yielded a significant 

rise in students’ number, and will enable us to open more elective courses. It should be 



mentioned that in the present program we offer 12 credit units in the field of humanities and 

these are all elective courses. In addition, our professional obligatory courses cover many 

relevant topics in the field of developmental biology, genetics and molecular biology. We would 

like to increase further the quantity and the quality of our students and offer elective courses 

within the program. 

Faculty staff 

During last three years, the Department hired two full time faculty members and two faculty 

members who have a joint appointment with other departments: 

1. Dr. Stella Aronov (full time member) 

2. Prof. Danny Baranes – (full time member) 

3. Dr. Sharon Anavi-Goffer (Joint appointment with the Dept. of Behavioral Sciences) 

4. Dr. Ruth Birk – (Joint appointment with the Dept. of Nutrition) 

5. A new faculty member in the process of evaluation. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Dr. Albert Pinhasov 

Head of the Department of Molecular Biology 

Ariel University Center 


