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Response to the Evaluation Committee's report on the Goldstein-Goren 

Department of Jewish Thought at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev to the 

Quality Assessment Unit of the Council for Higher Education (CHE). 

 

The faculty members of the Goldstein-Goren Department of Jewish Thought at Ben-

Gurion University of the Negev wish to thank the members of the evaluation 

committee for their efforts in preparing the report.  

The department congratulates the visiting committee's recognition and appreciation of 

the faculty's deep commitment to the department’s mission and appreciates the 

committee's unanimous agreement that both the quality and quantity of the research 

done by the faculty is very high and is recognized as being so by both the Israeli and 

the international scholarly community. 

The department accepts the comments and suggestions of the evaluation committee 

and has already taken steps in order to implement them to the extent that the 

department's resources allow this. The implementation of other recommendations 

requires the cooperation and assistance of Ben-Gurion University's administration, 

and we hope it will help the department to implement them as soon as possible.   

 



The Visiting Committee is impressed by the quality of the faculty, with both 

the quality and quantity of the publications it produces and by the degree of 

collegiality among faculty members.  However, it notes the imbalance in the 

distribution of faculty lines within the department and the need for new appointments 

in order to create a more balanced program and also better to meet student needs and 

interests. The Visiting Committee recommends that two appointments be made, one 

to the study of Kabbalah and the other to the study of modern Jewish thought. 

The Visiting Committee recommends that two appointments be made, one to 

the study of Kabbalah and the other to the study of modern Jewish thought. 

 

The department accepts fully these recommendations and has worked very 

hard to convince the University administration to approve the two suggested 

appointments. Although the department will have an additional appointment in 

Kabbalah in the coming years (due to the recruitment of Dr. Israeli, in place of Prof. 

Gries), the imbalance that was noted by the committee will be further increased, after 

the retirement of Prof. Gries in 2013. The University understands the importance of 

adding two positions in the recommended areas and will do its best to allocate 

positions for this purpose. However, the budget reduction in the last 10 years has 

caused significant damage to many academic domains; we urge CHE to allocate 

special budget to Humanities to ensure we maintain a leadership in this area.

The committee suggested closer integration in the work being done by department 

members of different scholarly areas (especially between those working on rabbinic 

materials and those working on medieval and modern Kabbalah and Philosophy). We 

accept this suggestion, and have begun implementing it in the Master and Doctoral 

studies level, through combined supervision of students, who are writing theses on 



integrated scholarly topics. The department will consider integrated courses for the 

BA and MA level, on the condition that the University recognizes combined teaching 

of courses as part of the lecturers’ teaching assignments.   

The committee noted the very high marks of the department students regarding the 

quality of faculty teaching. The committee suggested that there be an added emphasis 

on conceptual and hermeneutical questions, especially for MA and Ph.D. students, 

and that more attention be paid to critical issues of method and theory. The 

department accepts this suggestion, and will include, starting this academic year, 

courses on method and theory in the study of Jewish Thought. The committee notes 

with approval the department's openness to new areas of research and teaching, and 

appreciates the innovative courses the department offers on topics such as Christian 

Kabbalah and Contemporary Kabbalah. The department continues to offer similar 

courses, and to develop further new areas of teaching and research.  

The committee notes that many of the departmental undergraduate courses are taught 

by graduate students. It suggests re-considering faculty members' responsibility to 

teach in the undergraduate program and recommends reducing the number of courses 

that are being offered. The department accepts these suggestions and has started to 

implement them this academic year. We have reduced significantly the overall 

number of courses offered by the department and especially courses taught by 

graduate students, and increased the number of undergraduate courses taught by 

faculty members. We plan to continue in this direction in the future.  

The Committee notes that many of the department students come to the university 

with insufficient preparation in Jewish Thought and recommends that a group of 

courses be designed at an introductory level to meet the needs of these students.  The 

department is naturally aware of this problem, and offers a variety of introductory 



level courses. Nonetheless, the department sees importance in keeping a high 

academic level of teaching, and makes efforts to recruit high level students and to 

offer them challenging courses.  

The Visiting Committee noted that the number of students majoring in Jewish 

Thought is small, and offered some suggestions as to how to increase the number of 

undergraduate majors: increasing the number of courses dealing with ethical and 

normative issues that directly impinge on the lives of the students today in 

contemporary Israeli society; encouraging more inter-departmental and cross listed 

courses and offering more courses with a methodological thrust. While the department 

approves of these suggestions, has implemented them in the past and will continue to 

do so in the future, we feel that these suggestions will not be able to contribute 

significantly to the number undergraduate students majoring in Jewish Thought. The 

department will also examine other possibilities for attracting, undergraduate students 

through cooperation with other Jewish studies' programs at the University, as well as 

plans for inter-university cooperation programs in the frame work of the Humanities 

fund of VATAT and Yad Hanadiv.  

The committee has strongly recommended that a pool of funds be established to be 

awarded as grants to promising undergraduates who wish to major in the department. 

This committee has noted that in so far as the university receives funding from the 

PBC for every undergraduate major and every MA & Ph.D. student, this proposal, to 

create a new source of funding specifically aimed at students on the BA level will, in 

fact, be self-funding.  The department strongly approves to this recommendation, and 

hopes that the University management will help the department implement this 

recommendation.  



The department agrees also with the committee's suggestion concerning the 

department's infrastructure, first and foremost, the Judaica library collection. The 

department agrees that the funding for the library is inadequate and should be 

increased for the purchase of foreign material, that it should make an effort to take 

maximum advantage of the many new resources now available online, and that given 

the importance of older materials in the field of Jewish Studies, different 

arrangements should be made for the housing of the library’s Judaica collection. The 

Department of Jewish Thought has advocated these suggestions in the past, and will 

keep doing so in the future. 

 Finally, the visiting committee urged caution and further, detailed, analysis of the 

proposal to create a new international MA program in English before any attempt to 

implement it is made.  The committee notes that to create such an international 

program, and to assure its viability, will require additional faculty. The department 

agrees to this recommendation and will continue to examine this proposal and initiate 

such a program - with due caution.  

 

 

Prof Yael Edan, Deputy Rector, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
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1. The Department of Jewish thought is considered to be one of the best in Israel, with 

excellent research faculty and doctoral students – with a high number of Rotenstreich 

awards. This is reflected in the positive comments of the Evaluation Committee. The 

Department is the home of Ben Gurion University's only recipient of the prestigious 

Israel Prize – Prof. Yaakov Blidstein. 

2. The Department is unable to attract large numbers of undergraduate students. This is 

part of a national problem in this field. I strongly support the Committee's 

recommendation to seek ways of joint teaching with other universities, especially 

through the framework of Yad Hanadiv which has been created to promote and 

strengthen the Humanities. 

3. The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences is home to a number of teaching 

programs within the wider field of Jewish Studies – in this department, in the 

Department of Jewish history and in the Department of Hebrew Literature. The Dean 

intends to create a joint framework for these programs in order to avoid unnecessary 

overlap and waste of resources. The Department of Jewish Thought must be a leading 

partner in this initiative. 

4. The proposal to create an English language MA program for overseas students is 

welcome and fits in with the present faculty initiative to broaden the scope of its 

international programs. To this end, the faculty is currently preparing a strategic plan for 

the development of new programs, in addition to the three existing programs in other 

fields, over the next five years. 

5. The Dean wishes to emphasize the critical importance of the library as the main 

research laboratory for the Middle East Department, and the Humanities in general. The 

state of the BGU library is amongst the poorest in Israel and it is impossible to expect to 

attract serious research students or faculty unless the university finally takes 

responsibility for investing major resources in this facility. This issue has been constantly 

raised during the past ten years during which time the library has become weaker in 

relation to all other university libraries in Israel.  It is time for the University authorities 

to invest the necessary resources and not just suffice with bland statements,, otherwise 

it will be increasingly impossible to attract the  desired students and faculty. 

 

David Newman 

Dean 

 


