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6 November 2011 

 
Ms. Marissa Gross 
Coordinator, Committee for the Evaluation of Political Science and 

International Relations 
Council for Higher Education 
Jerusalem 
 

Re: Evaluation Report of the Open University of Israel (OUI) 
 
We have read the Evaluation Committee’s report carefully and wish to thank Prof. 
Thomas Risse and the members of the Committee for their thorough examination of 
our self-evaluation report, for the courtesy and depth of the investigation that they 
conducted during their visit at the Open University on May 17, 2011, and for their 
useful remarks, suggestions and recommendations. We agree with most of the 
recommendations, and, in fact, many have already been implemented since the years 
2005-2008, the period with which the report dealt.  

We were gratified by the Committee’s overall assessment of our programs:  

[T]hese programs appear to be fulfilling their unique missions in distance 
learning, open access, and in educating students to a high standard.  They 
do so with a dedicated and well qualified group of Senior Faculty, Course 
Coordinators, and Tutors and they operate with impressive 21st century 
technology.  From the favorable reaction of the diverse student body, the 
programs appear to be achieving the OUI mission and effectively 
preparing graduates for careers and for future education.   

Beyond thanking you for this assessment, our response consists of replies to your 
report, which, to make them easier to follow, are quoted and addressed by topic, 
rather than in order of appearance.  
 
1) BA course offering 
The Committee noted favorably the Department’s decision to require that students in 
all programs take six core courses in the discipline, but pointed out that “several 
modern areas of contemporary political science are either missing or are weakly 
represented” such as political economy, environmental politics, Europe, China, India 
and the Middle East. 

We are aware of this lack and the two appointments to our faculty in the last two 
years aimed to correct this: one is a lecturer in environmental law, and the other 
specializes in the European Union. As a result, in the near future, we will be able to 
offer courses on environmental politics and the European Union. Regarding China 
and India, indeed specific courses on these countries do not exist; however, we 
commissioned a book on democracy in Indian society which is taught in the 
framework of the course “Democratic Regimes”; another book on the transformation 
of the regime in China was translated into Hebrew, and is part of the course 
“Dictatorships in the 20th Century.” Regarding the Middle East, many courses on this 
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important area have been developed by the History Department, and several of them 
are included as electives in our programs, e.g., “The Modern Middle East.” In 
addition, a new course on political economy is currently being developed, which will 
provide the theoretical background for the existing advanced course, “The Political 
Economy of Israel.”  

As to updating courses, we agree that they need to be updated more often, and are 
making every effort to improve the situation. It should be noted that up-to-date 
materials are regularly posted on the course websites. This enables us to add to the 
course readings each semester, thus providing students with more recent sources than 
those in the printed materials.  
 
2) Number of Credits in the Programs of Study 
You recommend that we “increase the overall requirement to 120 credits for the BA 
program.” This is not within our purview, however we would like to note that the 
current requirements are absolutely reasonable (and, as such, have been approved by 
the CHE), since for the most part, our 6-credit semester-long courses are extremely 
comprehensive; they cover more material (and award fewer credits) than do parallel 
courses in traditional universities. As the Committee noted, “political science 
graduates of the OUI compare well with students educated at traditional universities 
in Israel”; indeed, they successfully complete higher degrees, not only at the OUI, but 
at all other Israeli universities. This indicates that the 108-credit requirement provides 
our students with adequate preparation for further studies. 
 
3) Course Coordinators and Tutors 
The Committee’s report noted that Course Coordinators “are neither considered for 
regular (“Senior Faculty”) appointments nor invited to meetings.” This is simply not 
true. Course Coordinators are welcome to apply for a faculty positions whenever there 
is an opening, and we are proud of the fact that of the 10 Senior Faculty members in 
our department, two began their academic careers as Course Coordinators. In 
addition, some of the Course Coordinators regularly participate in meetings of the 
academic committees, which review courses and study programs as well as proposals 
for new course development. In addition, they take part in preparing and writing 
learning materials. According to OUI regulations, to ensure the continued high quality 
of our teaching materials, changes cannot be made in a course syllabus by a Course 
Coordinator alone; they must be (and, for the most part, are) approved by the senior 
faculty member responsible for the course.  

There is no course in Political Science and International Relations which has “as 
many as 1000 students and 40 Tutors” (p. 10 of your report). Two of our courses 
(“Introduction to International Relations” and “Government and Politics in Israel”) 
average 500-600 students each semester. The rest have from 30 to 150 students 
registered and require no more than five Tutors at most. So your comment probably 
stemmed from a misunderstanding. 

On the other hand, regarding the work conditions of the Course Coordinators (that 
indeed were problematic at the time of our report), these have since been improved 
considerably thanks to a work agreement that, among others, specifically relates to the 
link between the scope of their positions and the number of students.  
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4) Teaching by Senior Faculty 
The Committee’s recommendation in this area was “to involve Senior Faculty in 
teaching both BA and MA students on a regular basis (both lectures and seminars).” 
The teaching method at the Open University is unique among Israeli universities. 
Undergraduate courses at the OUI, with very few exceptions, do not include lectures. 
The exceptions are in video courses, in which lectures are pre-recorded by members 
of the Senior Faculty or experts from other universities. This will not change in the 
future regarding BA courses. Regarding the MA, members of the Senior Faculty may 
take on some teaching responsibilities in their areas of expertise in order to help our 
graduate students in their research projects.  

In addition, as we explained in our report, the responsibilities of Senior Faculty at the 
Open University are different from those of faculty at traditional universities. Besides 
being involved in research, curriculum design, and course development, OUI Senior 
Faculty members supervise ongoing teaching (including observing tutorial sessions) 
and provide academic counseling to students. Therefore, they do have contact with 
students, even if not with all the students on a regular basis. 
 
5) The MA program in Democracy Studies 
The Committee stated that “In this program, even more so than in the BA program 
[…], the students need a community to experience the give and take of campus life.  
At the moment, this seems to be lacking.” We would like to point out – and our report 
noted this fact – that in contrast to undergraduate courses, in which attendance at 
tutorial sessions is optional, this is not the case in the MA program. In the MA 
program in Democracy Studies, each semester-long course includes 6-7 sessions, 
which students are required to attend. We do not deny that the community aspect may 
require further attention, but not specifically in relation to our MA program. 

We note your recommendations “to add material on the quantitative study of 
democracy and democratization” and “to include courses in methodology, both 
qualitative and quantitative,” and will act to fill this gap. 
 
We will continue to work toward implementing the recommendations of the 
Committee, and thank you again for the efforts you invested, which will doubtless 
help to improve our programs of study. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Prof. Judith Gal-Ezer 
 
Cc: 
Prof. Nahum Finger, The Council for Higher Education 
Prof. Hagit Messer-Yaron, President  
Michal Neuman, The Council for Higher Education, Head of the Quality Assessment 
Unit 
Dr. Zeev Rozenhak, Head, Dept. of Sociology, Political science and Communication 
Dr. Ronit Bogler, Quality assessment coordinator at the Open University 


