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October 17, 2012 

Prof. David Leatherbarrow       
CHE Evaluation Committee, Former Chair 
 
 
Dear Prof. Leatherbarrow,  
  

Re: Response to the Review of School Responses to the EC’s Report. 
 
 
 We wish to thank you again and to express our deep appreciation for assisting us in 
improving the quality of studies in the School of Architecture at AUC. 
  
We found at your review the specific comments about the School of Architecture at AUC 
very encouraging. As you stated in the General Observations on the Quality Assessment 
Process section of your latest review, we feel that the school is much stronger today for 
having gone through the quality assessment process that you led, and we have a clearer 
sense and understanding of our mission, our goals, and the ways to meet them through 
our specific program. 
 
 
Nonetheless, we feel that it is warranted to offer the following clarifications and additional 
information in relation to some of the remarks raised in your review.  
 
1. In response to the last report, the list of elective courses for students of 
architecture in other departments of the University Center has been expanded (see 
Appendix 1, attached). Furthermore, to increase the number of elective courses offered 
within the School of Architecture, we decided that the teachers of elective courses within 
the school will teach different courses in alternate academic years, to ensure that the 
variety of elective courses offered to the students within the school is significantly 
broadened. In the current 2012–2013 academic year, the school now offers several new 
elective courses, including Architecture, Art, and Culture of Cities of the World; Tradition 
and Modernity in Architecture; Aesthetics in Architecture; Design and Development of 
Games; Sustainable Urban Planning; Jewish Art; Historical Urban Development in the 
Land of Israel – East and West; and From the Discovery of the Outside to the Poetics of 
the House. 
 
Regarding our technology courses, we would like to add that beyond the changes 
described in the most recent report dated March 2012, which you found appropriate, we 
also introduced changes in our program to conform with the decision of the Joint 
Committee of the CHE, the Registrar of Architects, and the Heads of the Schools of 
Architecture in Israel. According to this decision, every student in the school will, through 
the coordinated technology curriculum, develop a studio project in the second year of the 
program. In this manner, all students in the fourth year of the program will have a full set 
of detailed working drawings of their studio project. 
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2. The program now reflects a greater emphasis on landscape topics, 
sustainability, and ecology. We are in the process of founding a Center for Ecological 
Architecture, to encourage and support unique research work of both students and 
instructors. We also in a process of developing a special track focusing on Landscape 
Architecture, with emphasis on Urban Landscapes. 

 
3.               On the topic of creativity in architectural design in our program, we would 

like to note that special attention is given to problem solving, analytical methods, 
diagramming, study of relevant precedents, and critical thinking, which are given 
through lectures and guidance as key topics in all the school’s design studios. 
This approach is also stressed in courses such as Basic Design and Graphic 
Expression (a first year course), Introduction to Urban Design (a second year 
course), Introduction to Landscape Design, Ecological Architecture, and 
Introduction to Interior Design (third year courses), and  Introduction to 
Architectural Preservation and the Final Thesis Seminar (fourth year courses). To 
farther enforce architectural creativity we also added two courses of Advanced 
Architectural Design, in the second year of the program, coordinated with the 
main design studios.  

 

4. As part of widening our relations and ties with the general community in 
Israel and abroad, in addition to the school’s spirited  guest lecture series, the 
end-of-year exhibitions held in South Tel Aviv and Jaffa, and our continued 
dedication to the school journal, Architext (Architext 3 is about to be published 
shortly),  we continue our efforts to extend our ties  by conducting the roving 
seminars for our students during summer vacations. The third seminar took place 
in Berlin, and the fourth was held in Rome and Naples this past summer. This 
summer, we also initiated a new tradition of roving seminars in Israel, which took 
place this year in the town of Yerucham in the Negev Desert conducted and 
completed with a great success.  We continue to invest efforts to develop bi-lateral 
cooperation agreements with universities and schools of architecture abroad, in North 
and South America, Europe, the Middle East (Turkey), and the Far East (Japan). 
 

5. Beyond the various workshops given constantly to our faculty by the 
University Center, we at the School of Architecture continue to hold every semester 
our traditional faculty workshops at different locations in Israel, and in the vicinity of 
the school. The first workshop of the current 2012-2013 academic year is scheduled 
to take place at Tel Shiloh, an important archaeological and historic site in the 
school’s vicinity. 

 

6. In addition to the positive remarks stated in your review, we divided the first 
and second year studio classes into smaller groups, to allow instructors to devote 
more attention to individual students, and to offer greater diversity and pluralism 
within the curriculum.  
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7. As part of our efforts to advance students skills in New Media within the 
school and in the University Center in general, the Head of the School of Architecture 
has been recently appointed Head of the University Center Internet Committee by the 
Senate, in addition to his position as a member of the Computer Committee. The 
appointment signals special efforts designed to make a significant advance in the 
area of New Media, including hiring professionals with expertise in this emerging 
subject.                                                                                                                        
The area of Sustainability will also be further advanced through the new Center for 
Ecological Architecture mentioned before. The faculty appointments and promotions 
are done constantly by the Head of the School, the Rector, and the relevant 
appointment committees, according to achievements in teaching (including review of 
Students Written Feedbacks), achievements in research according to the recently 
developed and approved criteria for excellence in Architecture, and by frequent 
interviews of potential new faculty with demonstrable expertise, in relation to the 
special current and future needs of the school and the university in general.  
 

8. The profile of the students is improving constantly due to the improvements 
in the program and the demands of the school, and by larger applicant pool resulting 
from the growing reputation of the school. 

 

9. Our new large library building is under fast-track construction, and is 
located in proximity to the school's building (this also allows students to observe 
methods of design and construction and track progress first-hand). We hope that the 
building will be completed by the next academic year and the library will be available 
for use.  

 
 
 
We thank you again for your ongoing concern and support. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Beni Reuven Levy 
 
 
 
 
Head of the School of Architecture at AUC 
 
 
 
October 2012 
 
 


