
General observation: 

This part should include your review on the effect of the process on the quality of the evaluated field in the 

higher education system Israel. 

General comments on Israeli higher education in the field of Nutritional Sciences as related to the CHE 

review. 

 The issue of how to ensure all qualified students are able to complete a dietetic internship in a 

timely manner so as to promote professionalism and minimize loss of highly talented students to 

other disciplines is still unresolved.  It appears the review committee’s recommendation to expand 

the formal training period to 4 years and include the internship within that period is under discussion 

but goes beyond the individual institutions.  There may be other options to address the problem.  It 

is likely the issue is best addressed jointly among higher education institutions rather than 

individually.  This will require CHE to establish a mechanism to accomplish the task.  

 The issue of limited Ph D training opportunities in the field of Nutrition Sciences within Israel 

remains unresolved.  There is only one Israeli institution, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, that 

awards PhD degrees.  From the assessment of the review committee this program does not have 

the capacity to train an adequate number of doctoral level students to meet future needs.  In 

addition, relying on a single institution to award doctoral level degrees severely limits the breath, 

diversity and depth needed to maintain a vibrant and timely nationwide faculty in the field of 

Nutritional Sciences. 

 On a similar topic, it is unlikely an adequate number of qualified faculty will be available to maintain 

the three current programs in Nutritional Sciences in the future.  In addition to developing at least 

one more high quality program that offers PhD degrees in the field of Nutritional Sciences, perhaps 

within a school of public health or medicine as recommended by the review committee, more 

support should be devoted to providing opportunities for Israeli students to earn a PhD degree 

and/or engage in post-doctoral training outside Israel, with the proviso that they would be obligated 

to return and join existing faculties.  

 


