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Committee 

Recommendation 

Steps toward 

implementation 

Timetable 

 
Essential:  

Overall Curriculum 

There should be systematic 

coverage of important content in 

the four main areas of literature, 

linguistics, language-teaching 

methodology and proficiency.  

                         

A special task force will be 

established, to review all syllabi 

and to make sure all subjects are 

adequately covered   

Mid academic 

year 2018/19 

Overlap in content between 

courses and redundant courses 

should be identified and 

eliminated.  

 

Same task force will handle 

redundancies and eliminate them. 

Mid academic 

year 2018/19 

Gaps in important content 

should be identified and 

eliminated.  

 

Same task force will identify gaps 

and eliminate them. 

Mid academic 

year 2018/19 

Syllabi 

Syllabi should have a uniform 

format.  

Rector's office has undertaken the 

assignment of reformatting syllabus 

structure across the whole college, 

in line with the recommendations. 

 

Beginning of 

academic 

year 2018/19 

Course bibliographies should be 

updated regularly.  

The rector's team will set up a 

mechanism for a year-to-year 

review of all syllabi, thus 

guaranteeing updated syllabi. 

 

Beginning of 

academic 

year 2018/19 

Course titles of the syllabi 

documents should clearly 

correspond with course content.  

The rector's team will set up a 

mechanism for a year-to-year 

review of all syllabi, thus 

guaranteeing updated syllabi, 

including name-content affinity. 

 

Beginning of 

academic 

year 2018/19 

Literature Courses 

Mandatory literature courses 

should address issues of 

different approaches to 

interpretation of literary texts, 

genre, cultural and historical 

context, and the multicultural 

dimension of Anglophone 

literatures (including majority 

and minority perspectives 

expressed in literary texts and 

methods of analysis).  

 

We normally vary the offerings 

every few years.  We will make 

sure the variations offered each 

year reflect multicultural and 

pluralistic perspectives, different 

genres, and historical perspectives. 

Continuous 

process. 
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Language Teaching Methodology 

Language-teaching 

methodology courses should 

provide practical guidance for 

classroom teaching of English 

including actual procedures and 

their underlying rationales.  

We strive to present theories that 

students can take into the 

classroom. It is necessary for them 

to understand that theories provide 

a foundation and a variety of tools 

also understanding that theories and 

tools need to be adapted according 

to the circumstances.  We will 

strive to teach them how to 

manipulate the theory to produce 

the maximum outcome from their 

pupils. 

 

Mid academic 

year 2018/19 

Teaching Practice 

The same teachers should be 

teaching methodology and 

supervising the practicum or 

there should be very close 

coordination between the two.  

We will strive for tighter 

coordination between the 

methodology teachers and the 

pedagogical advisors. When 

possible, we shall unify between 

the two. 

 

Continuous 

process. 

Human Resources/Faculty 

Teachers teaching courses on 

practical language-teaching 

methodology and supervising 

the practicum should be selected 

on the basis of their professional 

knowledge and expertise, rather 

than research and publications.  

Most pedagogical advisors are 

accepted on the basis of 

professional experience. Some of 

them have dual roles as lecturers, 

therefore, they also undertake 

research. We will emphasize the 

importance of their professional 

experience. 

Continuous 

process. 

However, 

since many 

faculty are 

tenured, some 

of these 

changes will 

take time. 
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Important:  

 

Overall Curriculum 

Faculty and administrators 

should review individual 

courses based on student 

feedback and departmental 

observation.  

We make every effort to 

accommodate – and will increase 

those efforts. Every course 

undergoes student evaluation at the 

end of each semester. 

 

Mid academic 

year 2018/19 

Online courses should be 

reviewed to ensure they are 

effective in helping students 

acquire the covered content.  

The College is aware of this 

problem in all departments and has 

established a new Center for 

Innovation and Excellence in 

Teaching. One of the first missions 

of this center is to re-evaluate 

online teaching methodology. An 

indicator regarding standards for 

building an online course has been 

implemented this year. To this end 

workshops are also being held to 

instruct lecturers on how to 

optimize their online courses. 

 

In progress. 

Literature Courses 

The literary studies component 

should be extended to at least 6 

semesters or 3 yearly mandatory 

courses, in addition to the 

Seminar.  

We are searching for the correct 

balance between mandatory and 

elective courses and will increase 

the number of literature courses in 

the program.   

 

Continuous 

process. 

Culture and Heritage Courses 

Students should be provided 

with opportunities to study 

diverse expressions of both 

religious and secular cultures.  

The Ministry of Education requires 

all students to take one course in 

Judaism. We have recently 

implemented a course titled Cross-

Cultural Communication and 

another course titled Multiple 

Literacies in English Speaking 

Media. 

 

Continuous 

process. 

Linguistics 

Most linguistics courses should 

be taught through English.  

There is a strict requirement from 

the Ministry of Education that 

linguistics be taught in Hebrew for 

all students and therefore, there are 

linguistics courses in Hebrew. In 

the English department we have 

added the following linguistics 

courses: Morphology, Phonology 

Done. 
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and Syntax in addition to 

Introduction to Linguistics. 

 

Proficiency  

Students who are very proficient 

in any skill should be exempted 

from further courses focusing 

on that skill.  

 

Immediate implementation.  Immediate. 

Proficiency courses for less 

proficient students should be 

added to the third-year 

curriculum.  

Students who do not reach 

adequate proficiency by the third 

year will be required to take an 

extra proficiency course or repeat 

previous courses. 

 

Current 

practice. 

Oral proficiency classes should 

be limited to enrollments of no 

more than 20 students.  

Oral proficiency is not taught 

separately from other skills, but we 

will attempt to have break-out 

sessions to accommodate smaller 

groups of students for the oral 

proficiency aspect. 

 

Mid 

Academic 

year 2018/19 

Language and Teaching Methodology 

The course on teaching young 

learners should focus on the 

teaching of school-age children.  

There is a new Ministry of 

Education initiative to begin 

teaching English in first grade; the 

guidelines for pre-foundation level 

addresses these grades. Students 

need to be familiar with all aspects 

of teaching English from the 

earliest years. 

 

Current 

practice. 

Teaching Practice 

If the PDS model (‘Academia 

Kita’) is adopted, students 

should be placed with 

exemplary English teachers.  

We fully support this position. 

However, the selection of schools – 

and teachers within the schools - is 

dictated to us by the Ministry of 

Education. 

 

 

Human Resources/Faculty 

There should be mentors for 

new faculty appointments and 

regular observations and 

feedback by the English 

Department head.  

 

 

 

 

We will implement this 

recommendation. 

Mid 

Academic 

year 2018/19 
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Infrastructure 

Subscriptions to TESOL 

Quarterly and ELT Journal 

online should be renewed.  

 

Implemented Done. 

The following journals should 

be added: English Teaching 

Professional, Language 

Teaching, and English Teaching 

Forum.  

 

Implemented Done. 

Key linguistics and English 

language teaching texts should 

be updated.  

 

We are constantly ordering new 

books and updating the library. 

Current 

practice. 

Desirable:  

 

Literature Courses 

Students should be provided 

with a choice in topics for the 

literature seminar.  

This depends on student 

enrollment. We will implement this 

recommendation when we will 

have a minimum of 30 students per 

year.  

 

 

Teaching Practice 

There should be more 

simulations and microteaching.  

The newly established Center for 

Innovation and Excellence in 

Teaching includes a department 

dedicated to simulations and 

learning from cases.  The use of 

simulation is becoming 

commonplace. 

 

In progress. 

Education courses specific to 

teaching English (pedagogical 

content knowledge) should be 

within the English department.  

According to the college's 

infrastructure, we will coordinate 

collaboration between the 

Department of English 

(disciplinary knowledge) and the 

Faculty of Education (pedagogical 

content knowledge). 

 

In progress. 

 


