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REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON PRE-
ACADEMIC PREPARATORY COURSES IN ENGLISH

COURSES

Details of timing and levels

1.

2.

The standard preparatory course will be “Trom-besisi Bet’, consisting of 140 hours in total:
five weekly hours over a two-semester period (a semester is assumed to consist of 14 weeks).
Students entering Trom-besisi Bet” will be at Al level on the CEFR (receptive) and pre-Al
level (productive) according to the new test (see ASSESSMENT below) or 70-84 according
to the AMIR test.

Students who wish to enter the ‘Trom-besisi Bet’ course but are below this level will be
required to do a longer “Trom-besisi Bet’ course (*Trom-besisi Bet’ +, previously: Trom-besisi
Aleph + Trom besisi Bet) of 240 hours over the same period, which will start with 100 hours
dedicated to the teaching basic literacy and conversational English, before progressing to the
standard “Trom-besisi Bet’ syllabus.

Where the institution requires a higher level of English at entry to the program, the preparatory
program may consist of a ‘Besisi’ course, as defined in the table below, of 112 hours in total
(four weekly hours over a two-semester period). Students entering this course must be of
appropriate level (at least A2 (receptive skills) and Al (productive)).

Students who enter the preparatory program with a higher English level (Intermediate level
and up) will be exempt from English studies in the preparatory program.

In all courses, students will be expected to invest an equivalent number of hours (240 / 140 /
112) in out-of-class study, in the form of online tasks and other home assignments.

The above recommendations are summarized in the following table. The main changes are shown

in bold.
Name of When taken | Entry level Exit level Hours Distribution
course
Trom Besisi Preparatory | CEFR <Al CEFR <Al - | 240 Two
Bet + (Psychometric | A1t semesters
<70) (Psychometric
70-84)
Trom Besisi Preparatory | CEFR <Al1- | CEFR Al - 140 Two
Bet Al A2 semesters
(Psychometric | (Psychometric
70-84) 85-99)

Besisi Academic CEFR Al - CEFR A2 - 112 Two
programor, | A2 Bl semesters
if required, | (Psychometric | (Psychometric
Preparatory | 85-99) 100-119)

1 Where two values are given for CEFR levels, the first refers to productive skills (speaking and writing) and the
second to receptive (listening and reading). The listening and reading levels will always be higher.
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Comments and clarifications

Students entering institutions or faculties that require a minimum entry level of A2 (productive)
and B1 (receptive) and who have not attained this level as determined by the new test (see
ASSESSMENT below), or, meanwhile, the equivalent according to the psychometric test (see
table above), must complete the “Trom Besisi Bet’ course. The “Besisi’ course will normally be
offered within the academic program (see the decisions of Malag on compulsory English courses
during undergraduate programs) rather than as a preparatory course. Only in those cases where
the institution or faculty demands an entry level equivalent to the beginning of ‘“Mitkadmim
Aleph’ course, and therefore does not provide a ‘Besisi’ course within its program, may this
course be provided as part of the preparatory program, for students who are at an appropriate
level of proficiency (see above).

The courses will be spread over two semesters, not concentrated into one semester: language
learning is more effective if it is based on distributed, rather than massed, learning periods (Bird,
2010).

SYLLABUS

The syllabus will be based on EPIC (English for Purposes of International Communication). It
will include the teaching of vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and all four skills (listening,
speaking, reading, writing), which should be taught both separately and within integrated
activities. The component skills and content will align with the CEFR, as localized through the
document the CEFR-Aligned Framework for English in Higher Education in Israel, and will be
coordinated with the National Curriculum of the Ministry of Education (currently being
updated).

1. Vocabulary. Students will be expected by the end of the “Trom-besisi Bet’ course to
have mastered at least 2000 vocabulary items, including those listed in Bands I and Il of
the Ministry of Education English curriculum for schools. Students in the “Besisi’ course
will be expected to add another 1500, reaching at least 3,500 vocabulary items.

2. Grammar. Students will be expected by the end of the *Trom Besisi Bet’ course to have
mastered the syntactic and morphological features as listed in the attached syllabus.
Students in the “Besisi’ course will be expected to master the features listed in the
Revised English Curriculum (2013), published by the Ministry of Education.

3. Listening, reading, speaking and writing will be taught according to the ‘can-dos’ of the
CEFR for the appropriate level, as laid out in the CEFR-Aligned Framework for English
in Higher Education in Israel.

A more detailed syllabus is provided in a separate document Syllabus for the preparatory
(‘Mechina’) course in English.

Comments and clarifications



The adoption of EPIC as the basis for preparatory courses constitutes a shift in approach from
previous syllabi, which focused on reading comprehension and reading strategies relating to
academic research articles. This corresponds with the definitions of the purposes of English
courses within Higher Education Institutions, as laid out in the report of the International
Committee. Such courses are intended to prepare students to use English for a variety of
purposes: academic study, the workplace, as well as personal and social communication.

The syllabus for the *Trom Besisi Bet’ and ‘Trom-Besisi Bet + courses is appended in a separate
document. The syllabus of the ‘Besisi’ course will be determined by those responsible for the
academic English courses as defined by the International Committee.

WINY TIDION YIMIN D) .NITOMN NYT NPOPYd 1D D1ADP02 MYWN DY NPHMN9N NPIDNN DIRYDN 1TD
MYV NPIDNYHOININ N3 DD . MY DN D) 1991 DIADPDN NXIIND DIIRNNN TN ININD NXDNN OMNNN
DTN OINYNN ONIN THDNI NITHND DNINT MY NNDN NN HYYI 19IND DIININ DINYNN 1T

N RINjalRvikbilval

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be based on the definitions and ‘can-do’ statements of the CEFR, as localized
through the document the CEFR-Aligned Framework for English in Higher Education in Israel.

a. A new test will be developed by NITE (n29yn5y m»nab »xxn 15910) to be used to assess
both entrance and exit levels for preparatory courses (external test).

b. Tests or other assessment tools designed by the teacher or institution, including sections on
vocabulary, grammar and all four skills (aligned with the CEFR), will also be used to assess the
level of a student on completion of a preparatory course (internal tests).

c. In order to get a passing grade on the course, a student must pass both internal and external
tests, as defined above.

d. A student completing the *Trom Besisi Bet’ course must attain a passing grade on both
internal and external assessment which demonstrates his/her level to be Al for productive
language use and A2 for receptive. A student completing the *Besisi’ course must attain a
passing grade on both internal and external assessment which demonstrates his/her level to be A2
and B1 respectively.

Comments and clarifications

Until the new test is developed, the AMIR test will continue to be used as the external test,
together with internal assessment as detailed above. The passing grade on AMIR/AMIRAM for
completing the “Trom Besisi Bet’ level is 85/185 and for completing the ‘Besisi’ level is
100/200.

The levels as defined by the CEFR are very broad,; it is not sufficiently clear, for example, for
assessment purposes, what a ‘B1’ level means in practice. We therefore recommend the use of a
more finely graded scale, such as the Global Scale of English
(https://www.pearsonelt.com/about/gse.html), which provides for numbered grades from 10-90.



https://www.pearsonelt.com/about/gse.html

A detailed scale of this type should be used as the basis both of the new test to be developed by
NITE and of internal tests developed by teachers to assess all four skills.

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS

The minimum qualifications for a teacher of the preparatory courses in English will be:

a. English proficiency at minimum C1 level,
b. A university degree of MA or PhD in a field related to TESOL (the teaching of English to
speakers of other languages).

SIZE OF CLASSES

a. Maximum 20 students for ‘“Trom Besisi Bet’ and ‘Trom Besisi Bet+’
b. Maximum 25 students for ‘Besisi’

Comments and clarifications

Small classes are essential for effective teaching of English at these levels, since elementary-
level students need personal support and monitoring and initial language learning requires
extensive interaction. This is particularly true for the productive skills of speaking and
writing. Students in preparatory courses generally have little or no opportunity to speak
English outside the classroom, and if they are in large classes they may only have minimal
opportunities within it. Small classes are necessary in order to give students enough time to
speak, and to provide the teacher with the possibility of supporting, giving feedback and
assessing oral performance. With regard to writing: although most writing is done as weekly
home assignments, the teacher will not be able to read and give thorough supportive and
critical feedback on each assignment unless the class is relatively small (as defined above).

PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEE

A professional committee will be appointed. This will be the same one as that monitoring the
implementation of MALAG decisions relating to the teaching of English in HElIs.

The committee should be composed mainly of professionals with expertise in the area of
TESOL.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Teachers of preparatory courses will participate, as necessary, in training programs with the
aim of achieving the following goals:

a. familiarity with the CEFR, including the levels and ‘can-do’ statements as detailed in the
CEFR-Aligned Framework for English in Higher Education in Israel.

b. familiarity with the syllabi for the preparatory courses as recommended by this committee.
c. mastery of effective and varied methods of teaching and assessment of vocabulary, grammar
and the four skills for English for purposes of international communication.

The online Professional Development Program (PDP) designed within the ECOSTAR project
can be adapted to provide a basis for such training programs.
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SYLLABUS FOR THE PREPARATORY (‘MECHINA’) COURSE
IN ENGLISH

TROM BESISI LEVEL

Students entering the Mechina at the Trom Besisi level will be approximately at the Al or
sometimes pre-Al level according to the CEFR, and by means of the course will attain language
competences that will serve as the basis for continuing to Besisi.

In the document CEFR-Aligned Framework for English in Higher Education in Israel a
distinction was made between “Trom Besisi Aleph’ (entry point below Al, scoring 150-169 on
the AMIR/AMIRAM exam) and ‘Trom Besisi Bet’ (entry point beginning of A1 and scoring
170-184 on the AMIR/AMIRAM exam). The present syllabus covers both these levels, but the
Trom Besisi Aleph students will need extra contact hours. Those students who enter at Trom
Besisi Bet level will therefore attend 140 hours of lessons, whereas those entering at Trom Besisi
Aleph level will attend 240 hours. All students will need in addition to devote an equivalent
number of hours to out-of-class study in order to reach the required level of proficiency.

Rationale

An integrative, action-oriented approach to language teaching, as recommended in the CEFR, is
adopted in this syllabus. An action-oriented approach considers the learner as a social agent in a
social, plurilingual and pluricultural learning environment, and one who develops linguistic and
pragmatic skills besides communicative skills. This approach is based on what a learner can do
with the language and as such the learning objectives are formulated as can-do statements.
However, attention should also be paid to teaching the enabling skills (grammar, vocabulary,
pronunciation, spelling and punctuation). Newly learned language forms may be initially taught
through conventional focus on forms and meanings (i.e. explanations and focused practice), but
most classroom time should be spent on the contextualization of the language forms and
meanings within communicative tasks (see ‘task-based learning’ below). Furthermore, teaching
is based on a number of methods and instructional strategies that are integrated and combined to
enhance teaching and promote learning. These are defined below.

Blended teaching

Blended teaching combines e-learning and face-to-face instruction. It requires students to
develop plans of actions to make the most out of the learning experience. It can also allow for
learner-centered flipped classroom teaching?, which frees class time for meaningful
communicative tasks when frontal teaching hours are limited.

Task-based teaching

Yin flipped classroom teaching, class time is used to explore material in greater depth in order to provide
meaningful learning opportunities, which are based on content delivered outside of the classroom through
educational technologies such as online videos and interactive quizzes.



Task-based teaching focuses on authentic communication by providing students with real-world
tasks and authentic situations and involving learners in comprehending, manipulating, producing
and/or interacting.

Theme-based teaching

In theme-based teaching a series of lessons is connected to a given topic or theme, providing
structure to lessons. Themes can be suited to different interests of learners thus helping students
make connections and links across subjects and from the real world. Theme-teaching builds up
background knowledge and allows for vocabulary re-entry. (See the Course Plan on pp.9-13 of
this document for suggested themes.)

These methods and instructional strategies provide the following advantages:
For the learner they:

e promote learner autonomy

e contribute to creative thinking,

« enhance motivation,

« facilitate active learning,

e create a community of learners.
For the teacher they:

« allow for more flexible instruction,

e ensure learner engagement,

« allow for student choice,

e expand assessment options,

« individualize instruction,

o address heterogeneity.



Course content

The course content is based on a number of topics/themes. Choice of materials and tasks will
relate to these topics/themes and integrate the four language skills. Topics should be multi-
disciplinary, allowing for a large coverage of basic vocabulary, attending to the interests of
students and be engaging. Although not academic in nature they should lay the foundations for
understanding academic texts at the higher levels. More detailed descriptions are provided in the
Course Plan on pp.9-13.

Suggested topics

Environmental studies (e.g., endangered species); society and culture (e.g., customs, foods, dress,
social media, gender issues, folklore); history (e.g., of a specific period, of a specific country);
the arts (e.g., cinema); current affairs; travel (e.g., space travel); road safety. (For additional
suggestions see pp.9-10)

Range of reading and listening texts

A number of different genres or text types should be included in the course. For example,
narrative (e.g., short stories), dialogue, informative texts, simplified newspaper articles,
emails/letters, audio announcements and instructions, short audio/video clips. (For additional
suggestions see pp.9-10)

Range of writing and speaking activities

Describing pictures, information/opinion gap activities, maps, plans, charts, expressing opinions,
simple role plays with dialogue. (For additional suggestions see pp.9-10)

Number and length of reading texts
15-20 texts, ranging in length from one to five paragraphs according to the level of the class.
Criteria for choice of texts

e Readability (lexical knowledge, syntactic appropriateness, organization, discourse
phenomena, length)

interest

exploitability

topic

political appropriateness

cultural suitability

e appearance (layout, type size and font)

(Day, 1994)
Some useful tools to assess the level of a text:

Overall level of text according to the CEFR: Road to Grammar’s text analysis tool:
http://www.roadtogrammar.com/textanalysis/

Level of vocabulary items within a text: Text Inspector of the Cambridge English VVocabulary
Profile: http://www.englishprofile.org/wordlists/text-inspector

or Lextutor : https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/)

See also: Roads to Academic Reading: https://roads2reading.tau.ac.il/
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Vocabulary

By the end of the course students should have mastered about 2000 lexical items. These should
include those listed in Bands I and Il of the Ministry of Education English curriculum. An update
of Band | has recently been published on the Inspectorate website
http://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Mazkirut_Pedagogit/English/curriculum2020Elementary.pdf

Band Il will be updated in the near future. #
Grammar
(See also the grammar syllabus listed in the National Curriculum.)
e simple sentence structure
e simple present and past forms of be and have
e thereis/ there are
e inversion in be interrogative, negative of be
e present simple
e past simple
o future with will and going to
e negative and interrogative of present and past
e modals and semi-modals: can, can’t, have to, don’t have to
e imperative
e contracted forms
e alan
o the
o adjective before noun
e demonstratives, determiners this, that
e personal pronouns I, you, he, she, it, we, they
e personal object pronouns me, him, us, them
e possessive determiners my, your, his, her, our, their
e common prepositions such as in, on, at, for, with, from
e common conjunctions such as and, that, but, or, as, if
Punctuation
e Capitalization at the beginning of sentences
e Capitalization of proper names
e Period

e Comma


http://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Mazkirut_Pedagogit/English/curriculum2020Elementary.pdf

Spelling

e Basic sound-symbol correspondence

e ‘magice’

e digraphs such as ea, ee, 00, ou, sh, th, ch

e global learning of spelling of basic common irregular words such as the, he, she, we,
what, are, one...

¢ spelling of individual new words as taught

Global scale

Course objectives

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the

satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can ask and answer questions about everyday matters.
Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared
to help (adapted Al).

“Can-dos" for activities

Language activities involve the exercise of one’s communicative language competence in a
specific domain in processing (receptively and/or productively) one or more texts in order to

carry out a task™ (CEFR, p. 10).

Reception/ |Overall reading |[Can understand short, simple texts on familiar matters of a
Reading comprehension | concrete type which consist of high frequency everyday or job-
related language (A2+)
Reception / | Reading for Can find specific, predictable information in simple everyday
Reading orientation material such as advertisements, prospectuses, menus, reference
lists and timetables (A2)
Reception / |Reading for Can identify specific information in simpler written material
Reading information and | he/she encounters such as letters, brochures and short newspaper
argument articles describing events (A2)
Reception / |Listening to Can understand instructions addressed carefully and slowly to
Listening announcements | him/her and follow short, simple directions (A1)
and instructions
Reception/ |Listening to Can understand and extract the essential information from short
Listening audio recorded passages dealing with predictable everyday matters
that are delivered slowly and clearly (A2)




Reception /
Listening

Listening to
audio-visual

Can identify the main point of TV news items reporting events,
accidents, etc. where the visual supports the commentary (A2+)

Production /
Writing

Overall written
production

Can write simple isolated phrases and sentences (A1)

Production /
writing

Creative writing

Can write simple isolated phrases and sentences about
themselves (adapted Al)

Production /

Overall spoken

Can give a simple description as a short series of simple phrases

speaking production (adapted A2)
Production / | Sustained Can describe everyday aspects of his/her environment, e.g.
speaking monologue: people, places, a job or study experience.
Descr_|b|ng Can give short, basic descriptions of events and activities (A2+)
experience

Interaction /
spoken

Overall spoken
interaction

Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple
and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine
matters to do with work and free time.

Can handle very short social exchanges but is rarely able to
understand enough to keep conversation going of his/her own
accord (A2)

Interaction /
spoken

Conversation

Can use simple everyday polite forms of greeting and address.
Can make and respond to invitations and apologies.
Can say what he/she likes and dislikes (A2)

Interaction /
spoken

Information
exchange

Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple
and direct exchange of information.

Can exchange limited information on familiar and routine
operational matters.

Can ask and answer questions about what they do at work and in
free time.

Can ask for and give directions referring to a map or plan.
Can ask for and provide personal information (A2)

Interaction /
written

Overall written
interaction

Can ask for or pass on personal details in written form (Al)




“Can-dos” for communicative language competences

Communicative language competences ““empower a person to act using specifically linguistic
means” (CEFR, p. 9). ““For the realisation of communicative intentions, user/learners bring to their
general capacities...together with a more specifically language-related communicative competence.
Communicative competence in this narrower sense has the following components: linguistic
competences, sociolinguistic competences, pragmatic competences” (CEFR, p. 108).

Linguistic General linguistic | Can produce brief everyday expressions in order to
range satisfy simple needs of a concrete type: personal details,
daily routines, wants and needs, requests for
information.

Can use basic sentence patterns and communicate with
memorized phrases, groups of a few words and
formulae about themselves and other people, what they
do, places, possessions, etc.

Has a limited repertoire of short memorized phrases
covering predictable survival situations; frequent
breakdowns and misunderstandings occur in non-routine
situations (A2)

Linguistic Vocabulary Can control a narrow repertoire dealing with concrete
control everyday needs (A2)
Linguistic Vocabulary range | Has a sufficient vocabulary for the expression of basic

communicative needs (A2)

Has a sufficient vocabulary for coping with simple
survival needs (A2)

Linguistic Grammatical Uses some simple structures correctly, but still
accuracy systematically makes basic mistakes - for example tends
to mix up tenses and forget to mark agreement (adapted
A2)
Linguistic Phonological Pronunciation of a very limited repertoire of learned
control words and phrases can be understood with great effort

by native speakers dealing with speakers of his/her
language group (adapted Al)




Linguistic

Orthographic
control

Can copy short sentences on everyday subjects - e.g.
directions how to get somewhere (A2)

Can write with reasonable phonetic accuracy (but not
necessarily fully standard spelling) short words that are
in his/her oral vocabulary (A2)

Sociolinguistic

Sociolinguistic
appropriateness

Can handle very short social exchanges, using everyday
polite forms of greeting and address.

Can make and respond to invitations, apologies, etc.
(A2)

Pragmatic Coherence Can link groups of words with simple connectors like
"and", "but" and "because" (A2)
Pragmatic Propositional Can communicate what he/she wants to say in a simple
precision and direct exchange of limited information on familiar
and routine matters, but in other situations he/she
generally has to compromise the message (A2)
Pragmatic Spoken fluency Can make him/herself understood in short contributions,

even though pauses, false starts and reformulation are
very evident (A2+)

“Can dos” for communicative strategies

"The use of communication strategies can be seen as the application of the metacognitive principles:
Pre-planning, Execution, Monitoring, and Repair Action to the different kinds of communicative
activity: Reception, Interaction, Production and Mediation. The word *strategies’ has been used in
different ways. Here what is meant is the adoption of a particular line of action in order to maximise
effectiveness™ (CEFR, p. 57).

Can ask very simply for repetition when he/she does not

Interaction / | Asking for

spoken

clarification

understand (A2+)

Interaction /
spoken

Compensating

Can use an inadequate word from his/her repertoire and use
gesture to clarify what he/she wants to say (A2+)




Course Plan

The course plan is more specific than the above syllabus and provides an overview of how the different components of the course are

connected.

Suggested topics /

Suggested input

Can-do statements

Suggested sample

Target Skills and

studies (e.g.,
endangered
species);

Society and culture
(e.g., customs,
foods, dress, social
media, gender
issues, folklore);
History (e.g., of a
specific period, of
a specific country);
The arts (e.g.,
cinema);

Current affairs;
Travel (e.g., space
travel, road safety)
Science and
technology (e.g.
communications,
renewable energy,
the internet,
autonomous cars)
Health (e.g. drugs
and medicine,

short simple texts on
familiar topics, using
high frequency language.
Advertisements

Menus

Timetables
Prospectuses
Brochures

Narrative (e.g., short
stories), Dialogue,
Informative texts,
Newspaper articles, TV
news items
Emails/letters
Listening
instructions/directions
Audio-visuals (e.g.,
youtube)

audio announcements
and instructions; short
audio clips on everyday
issues; audio-visual TV
news items.

Can understand short,
simple texts on familiar
matters of a concrete
type which consist of
high frequency everyday
or job-related language
(A2+)

Can find specific,
predictable information
in simple everyday
material such as
advertisements,
prospectuses, menus,
reference lists and
timetables (A2)

Can identify specific
information in simpler
written material he/she
encounters such as
letters, brochures and
short newspaper articles
describing events (A2)

Listening

Look at pictures that reflect
the content of what was
learnt (e.g., endangered
species) and have them
describe the picture orally
and/or in writing.

Task 2

After reading about
endangered species write a
paragraph to be included in
a leaflet to be used in a
campaign for “protecting
an endangered species
and/or the environment”.
Then present the campaign
orally.

Task 3

Prepare and perform a
short dialogue in which
you role play a guide and a
tourist in a place you are
familiar with.

themes materials and text integrated activities and Strategies
types performance tasks
Environmental Reading Reading Task 1 Reading

Building and activating
background knowledge
Identifying key ideas (e.qg.,
the significant events)
Identifying topic and
purpose

Scanning for information
Previewing a text,
understanding extratextual
information

Identifying main ideas and
supporting details
Guessing unknown words
from context

Recognizing terms,
definitions, examples

Understanding text features
and organization,

Writing includes:

parts of speech and simple
sentence structure; simple
punctuation and
capitalization




Suggested topics /
themes

Suggested input
materials and text

Can-do statements

Suggested sample
integrated activities and

Target Skills and
Strategies

types performance tasks
legalizing Can understand
marijuana, diet and | (As a basis for) instructions addressed
exercise, food). Speaking: pictures, carefully and slowly to Task 4

maps, plans, charts (for
giving directions);
simple questionnaires
(for providing personal
information)

(As a basis for)
Writing

forms (to fill in): emails,
notes, memos and letters
(to answer);
questionnaires (to
answer in writing.

him/her and follow
short, simple directions
(A1)

Can understand and
extract the essential
information from short
recorded passages
dealing with predictable
everyday matters that
are delivered slowly and
clearly (A2)

Can identify the main
point of TV news items
reporting events,
accidents, etc. where the
visual supports the
commentary (A2+)

Writing

Can write simple
isolated phrases and
sentences (A1)
Speaking

Can give a simple
description as a short

series of simple phrases
(adapted A2)

Prepare a 3-minute travel
blog or vlog on some
aspect(s) of your local
culture.

Task 5

Prepare a short news report
about a health topic in
which you interview a
health provider. Prepare
three questions and then
role play the interview.

Listening includes: general
comprehension (listening
for gist, listening for
detailed information,
evaluating the importance
of information);
understand audio
instructions; extract
essential information from
an audio clip; identify main
points in a TV news item or
other audio-visual clips.
Speaking includes:
communication in short
social exchanges; simple
and direct exchange of
routine and familiar
information (work and free
time);

give a simple description
(short series of simple
phrases); describe people,
places, work, study issues;
short basic description of
events and activities.
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Suggested topics /
themes

Suggested input
materials and text

types

Can-do statements

Suggested sample
integrated activities and
performance tasks

Target Skills and
Strategies

Can describe everyday
aspects of his/her
environment, e.g.
people, places, a job or
study experience.

Can give short, basic
descriptions of events
and activities (A2+)
Spoken interaction

Can communicate in
simple and routine tasks
requiring a simple and
direct exchange of
information on familiar
and routine matters to
do with work and free
time (A2)

Can handle very short
social exchanges but is
rarely able to
understand enough to
keep conversation going
of his/her own accord
(A2)

Can use simple everyday
polite forms of greeting
and address (A2).

Can make and respond
to invitations and
apologies (A2).

Can say what he/she
likes and dislikes (A2)

use polite forms of greeting
and address, make and
respond to
invitations/apologies,
express likes and dislikes;
ask and answer questions;
ask for and give directions;
ask for and provide
personal information

ask interlocutor to repeat
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Suggested topics /
themes

Suggested input
materials and text

types

Can-do statements

Suggested sample
integrated activities and
performance tasks

Target Skills and
Strategies

Can communicate in
simple and routine tasks
requiring a simple and
direct exchange of
information (A2)

Can exchange limited
information on familiar
and routine operational
matters (A2)

Can ask and answer
questions about what
they do at work and in
free time (A2)

Can ask for and give
directions referring to a
map or plan (A2)

Can ask for and provide
personal information
(A2)

Written

interaction

Can ask for or pass on
personal details in
written form (A1)
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SUGGESTED COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSESSMENT

Note that the table below relates to internal assessment only; in order to pass the course,
students will also need to get a passing grade in an external exam.

Course requirements | Mode of fulfilling requirements Weighted
grade*

Classroom tasks Should include:

e at least two graded integrated performance
tasks (that require reading, listening,
speaking and writing)

Vocabulary Exercises and quizzes in class and online
(compulsory).

Midterm exam and/or Reading, writing, listening, speaking
ongoing assessment

Final internal exam Reading, writing, listening, speaking

Final external exam Reading

Minimum passing Students must attain a minimum grade of 60 in
grade for course order to pass the course (individual institutions can

require higher).

* Individual teams of teachers will decide on the relative weighting of the components.
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